
 

 

January 10, 2016 



Weôre here to help support you on 
your faith journey, so you can find 
true peace, happiness, and purpose 
in life. If you would like to join one of 
our parishes, contact any staff 

member, and we will be honored to 
officially welcome you home! 

New-member registration forms are 
also available in the church 
entrances and on our website. 

Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism 
and the baptism preparation class. 

 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.  

 

If you or a family member is homebound 
or in the hospital and would like a 
pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

 Have you gotten used to writing 2016 yet?  As they say, 
ñReady or notéò  Given the Pastoral Planning process for the 
Diocese of Winona, entitled Vision 2016, the change in date 
takes on greater importance.  You may be aware that every 
parish or cluster has to submit a Pastoral Plan by February 15

th
, 

whether there is a change in status to oratory or not.  Our Joint 
Pastoral Council has been working on this process the past few 
months, assisted by input from the Parish Staff.  Last Tuesday 
evening we put the final touches on the requested documents 
and sent it to the Diocese on Wednesday.  So, ñitò is ready, but 
now comes the challenge of communicating our Pastoral Plan and implementing key 
initiatives and actions for this year.  This week I will begin to describe ñitò and invite you 
to participate in upcoming parish activities. 

 If you read the article about submitting the Pastoral Plan in the January issue 
of �7�K�H���&�R�X�U�L�H�U (page 5), some basic information is requested:  Mass schedule, which 
will remain the same, 5:00 p.m. SJW, 8:30 a.m. HF and 10:30 a.m. SJW.  Pastoral 
Council ï a cluster council that will meet bimonthly except for the summer.  Finance 
Council ï individual councils that will meet quarterly.  Attached to this overview are the 
two main documents:  a description of current condition and goals and an action and 
accountability worksheet.  Both of these address six key areas of parish life:  
participation in Liturgy & Sacraments; stewardship of time, talent & treasure; Faith 
Formation; Pastoral Care & Social Justice Ministries; welcoming, honoring & 
integrating all parishioners; and, Parish Trustees, Finance Council & Pastoral Council.  
In each of these areas we described the current condition, set some goals for the next 
three years, and more concretely chose some initiatives and actions for the current 
year.  One of these already happened in December:  a Jubilee of Mercy letter and 
prayer card to all parishioners.   

 This week I would like to highlight events that will strengthen our liturgical life 
and help our parish cluster to become even more welcoming.  This Wednesday, 
January 13th, at Holy Family, and this Thursday, January 14th, at St. Joseph the 
Worker, we will have a session for Ushers, or better, Ministers of Hospitality, followed 
by a session for Eucharistic Ministers.  If you are an usher or a Eucharistic Minister, or 
might be interested in serving in one or both of these ways, please come to the 
meeting(s).  (We will have a session for Lectors/Readers in February.)  There is a 
need for more liturgical ministers and given the change in pastors, there are questions 
about ñhowò one fulfills these ministries.  In particular, I would like to encourage 
couples and families to serve as Ministers of Hospitality together.  It is a relatively easy 
and fun way to welcome and get to know other parishioners; please consider attending 
this information/training session if you are interested.  Here are the details:  HF ï 
Wednesday (1/13) Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality at 7:00 p.m. and Eucharistic 
Ministers at 8:00 p.m.  SJW ï Thursday (1/14) Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality at 6:30 
p.m. and Eucharistic Ministers at 7:30 p.m.  It will be a great way to review the mission 
and procedures for these ministries.  Iôm sure there will be some interesting questions, 
too. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

P.S.  If you are interested in serving on the Joint Pastoral Council, please let me know. 

�i ��snowsuits, boots, hats & 
mittens sz 9m-2T 

�i ��warm clothing sz 12m-2T 

�i ��board books 

�i ��baby toys 

�i ��pack-n-play fitted sheets 

�i ��small denomination gift cards 
to WalMart and Target  

�i ��diapers sz NB-6 

�i ��baby wipes 

�i ��baby shampoo  

�i ��baby lotion 

�i ��baby towels &    
washcloths 

�i ��onesies sz NB-6M 

On January 22 our nation will mark the 43rd anniversary of 
�5�R�H�� �Y���� �:�D�G�H, the Supreme Court decision that made 
abortion legal throughout the U.S.  Since that tragic decision, 
more than 57 million children's lives have been lost to 
abortion, and many suffer that loss -- often in silence.  Join 
the U.S. bishops' annual pro-life novena January 16-24 via 
Facebook, email, text message or an app. Sign up today at 
www.9daysforlife.com!   

The Respect Life Committee will be collecting donations for 
Birthright and Options for Women on the weekends of Jan. 
16/17 & Jan. 23/24.  New items only please. 


