
 

August 14, 2016 

 



Weôre here to help support you on 
your faith journey, so you can find 
true peace, happiness, and purpose 
in life. If you would like to join one of 
our parishes, contact any staff 

member, and we will be honored to 
officially welcome you home! 

New-member registration forms are 
also available in the church 
entrances and on our website. 

Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism 
and the baptism preparation class. 

 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.  

 

If you or a family member is homebound 
or in the hospital and would like a 
pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

 No, I am not referring to a baseball team or even the 
Olympics, as exciting as they have been.  The ñlineupò that 
attracted my attention this week is the list of saints whose feasts 
fill the calendar for August 8-14.  We started on Monday with St. 
Dominic, the founder of the Dominicans and continued with St. 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (also known as Edith Stein) on 
Tuesday.  Wednesday was an actual feast, that of St. Lawrence, 
who was a deacon and martyr in the early Church.  We honored 
St. Clare (of Assisi), friend and follower of St. Francis of Assisi and founder of the Poor 
Clares, on Thursday.  Friday and Saturday were optional memorials for St. Jane 
Frances de Chantal, who founded the Visitation Sisters, and two enemies who were 
reconciled while in exile ï Saints Pontian and Hippolytus, both martyrs.  Lastly, if today 
(August 14

th
) were not a Sunday, we would celebrate the memorial of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe.  This ñprocessionò of saints lead us to the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary 
into Heaven tomorrow (August 15

th
); because the Assumption falls on a Monday, the 

obligation to attend Mass is removed, but it is still a holyday.  Please join us for Mass 
at SJW on Monday evening at 7:00 pm to celebrate Maryôs Assumption.   
 
 Sometimes the saints can seem far removed from us in time and 
circumstances, but two from this lineup were added to the calendar recently:  St. 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) and St. Maximilian Kolbe.  They share 
one thing in common ï both were put to death at Auschwitz.  You may recall that Pope 
Francis (not to mention many World Youth Day pilgrims, including those from the 
Diocese of Winona) visited Auschwitz earlier this month.  I was touched by his silent 
prayer there, especially as he meditated in the cell of St. Maximilian Kolbe.  After a 
prisoner escaped, the Nazis were going to execute ten prisoners in retaliation and one 
was a young married man with children.  St. Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish priest, stepped 
forward and offered to take the place of the husband and father.  What an incredible 
witness of Jesusôs teaching ñthere is no greater love than to lay down oneôs life for a 
friendò!   
 
 Edith Stein was a Jewish woman with little or no faith, who studied philosophy 
and slowly came to believe through reading the works of St. Thomas Aquinas and 
especially the spiritual writings of St. Teresa of Avila.  The future St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross became Catholic and later a Carmelite sister in Cologne, Germany. When 
it was no longer safe for her in Germany, she moved to a convent in Holland, where 
she was arrested and transported to Auschwitz.  I was struck by her path to the faith ï 
through philosophical study and spiritual reading, with the grace of God.  It reminds 
me that although intellectual pursuit can be the way to faith for some, spiritual reading 
is important for all of us.  The lives of the saints and their writings can help us on our 
faith journeys and guide us in our quest for holiness.  My hope and prayer is that each 
of us has found saints who can inspire us along ñthe way,ò in addition to Mary, whom 
we honor tomorrow. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
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Have you donated anything to the �6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K���W�K�H���:�R�U�N�H�U���+�X�E�E�H�O�O���+�D�U�Y�H�V�W���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O? If not, 
now is a great time! Non-perishable donations are being accepted at the Parish Office                               

or in the entrances of the church. Need some ideas? See below! 
 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���*�D�P�H�V���3�U�L�]�H�V:  
Stuffed Animals, HotWheels, Lego Sets, New Books  

�6�L�O�H�Q�W���$�X�F�W�L�R�Q���,�W�H�P�V���� 
Craft Kits, Themed Baskets, Gift Cards, Memberships, Yard Games,                                     

Sporting Event/Entertainment Tickets  
�*�U�D�Q�Q�\�¶�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U�����+�R�P�H�P�D�G�H���,�W�H�P�V������ 

Jewelry, Scarves, Woodwork, Lotions, Blankets or Your Favorite Pinterest Project!  
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