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Weôre here to help support you on 
your faith journey, so you can find 
true peace, happiness, and purpose 
in life. If you would like to join one of 
our parishes, contact any staff 

member, and we will be honored to 
officially welcome you home! 

New-member registration forms are 
also available in the church 
entrances and on our website. 

Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism 
and the baptism preparation class. 

 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.  

 

If you or a family member is homebound 
or in the hospital and would like a 
pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

 Perhaps you have heard an interviewer ask the question, 
ñWho is the one person in history that you would like to meet?ò  Of 
all the answers to this query that I have heard, not one person has 
said, ñJohn the Baptist.ò  He probably would not be on your short 
list for a dinner party either ï ñAnother locust or some more wild 
honey?ò  However, he is an important person in salvation history 
and in Advent; note that he appears in the gospel both this Sunday 
and the next.  John is that voice crying out, ñPrepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight his paths.ò  What might this cousin of 
Jesus be saying to us this Advent?   

 If you walked into my office, you might notice a print of a sculpture from an 
entrance (portal) at Chartres Cathedral outside of Paris.  John the Baptist is portrayed 
as a bearded, thin man with a platter in his left arm that holds a lamb, which has been 
slain (hint:  ñLamb of God éò).  His right hand is pointing to the Lamb, although his 
index finger is missing ï no doubt broken off from the ravages of time.  This image is a 
stark reminder of Johnôs role to prepare and point the way to Jesus and an invitation to 
continue this mission in our day and age.  Through the vocation (ñcallingò) each of us 
has received, are we leading others to know and follow Christ?  Our attire and diet are 
quite different from the Baptist, but we have a similar responsibility and Advent is an apt 
time to ponder and deepen our appreciation of our unique calling.  I happened to notice 
the prayers on the back cover of the new issue of our hymnal, Breaking Bread, and 
there is a prayer for vocations from Cardinal Bernadin:   

ñLord of the harvest, your Word finds a home in our hearts, calls us into 
community and invites us to generous service of the human family.  Bless with 
courage and spirit your priestly people, called to full participation in the one 
Body of Christ.  May many choose to respond in public service to your call 
offered in Jesusô name.  Amen.ò 

 Secondly, John the Baptist challenges us to straighten out our paths, a 
message we do not always like to hear; sometimes we enjoy meandering a bit too 
much and flirting with danger.  We certainly donôt want John, or anyone else for that 
matter, to call us a ñbrood of vipers.ò  During Advent it is important to recognize our 
need for a Savior by honestly reviewing our lives, confessing our sins and experiencing 
Godôs forgiveness.  There are two communal celebrations of Reconciliation scheduled 
in the Mankato area parishes:  next Sunday (12/11) at St. John the Baptist and the 
following Sunday (12/18) at Holy Rosary; both begin at 4 pm.  Watch the bulletin for the 
individual confession times; you can always schedule an appointment with me, too.  
The back of the hymnal also has a prayer before confession:   

ñLord our God, you are patient with sinners and accept our desire to make 
amends.  I acknowledge my sins and I am resolved to change my life.  Help me 
to celebrate this sacrament of mercy so that I may reform my life and receive 
from you the gift of everlasting joy.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.ò 

Enjoy your time with John the Baptist this Advent, 

Holiday Mass Schedule 
Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve 

3:45pm Childrenôs Nativity SJW & 4:00pm Mass SJW 
8:30pm Mass SJW 

5:15pm Childrenôs Nativity HF & 5:30pm Mass HF 
Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day 

9:30am Mass SJW 
New Yearôs Eve and Day (Feast of Mary) 
Saturday, December 31st - 5:00pm Mass SJW 
Sunday, January 1st - 8:30am Mass HF &                   

10:30am Mass SJW 

The CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 2016 is drawing 
to a close.  The goal for St. Joseph the Worker is 
$36,600; to date the parishioners have pledged or given 
$21,181.  The goal for Holy Family is $10,270; to date 
the parishioners have pledged or given $11,140.  We 
encourage all parishioners who have not pledged or 
contributed to make a contribution as soon as possible.  
St Joseph the Worker is under the goal by $15,419.  Any 
shortage outstanding when the drive is over will have to 
be paid out of the Churchôs general fund.  Holy Family is 
over the goal by $870.  Any surplus outstanding when 
the drive is over will go toward the new entrance (ñOpen 
Wide the Doorsò project). 



The Loyola Holiday Book Fair at Barnes & Noble  is TODAY, Saturday, December 
3! It's also the Educator Christmas Shopping Day when teachers get 25% off their 
purchases. Be sure to mention Loyola Catholic School when you make your 
purchases so Loyola receives credit!  You may also make purchases online. Please 

use code: 12002150 

Did you know?  Advent is a very blessed time for the Loyola community.  Students 
and staff participate in weekly Advent prayer services and gather Christmas gifts for 
local parish families and Birthright.   

December 8 is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.  All are welcome to 
join us in our Upper Campus chapel at 10:40 for our all school Mass.  

Join us for our Christmas concerts and programs! 

¶ 12/15: 5-8 Grade Christmas Concert, SSPP Parish, 7pm 

¶ 12/16: Christmas at Loyola, High School Choir Concert, SSND Chapel, 7:30pm 

¶ 12/19: 5-12 Grade Christmas Band Concert, Loyolaôs Upper Campus, 7pm 

¶ 12/20: K-4 Christmas Program, Loyolaôs Upper Campus, 9am and 1:30pm 

¶ 12/20: Preschool/PreK Christmas Program, Loyolaôs Upper Campus, 10:30am 
 

Please join the Loyola High School Choir, and other community Catholic singers in 
a musical Advent service to be held at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish on Saturday, 
December 10 at 7:30pm, providing our community an opportunity to prepare our 
hearts for the message of Christmas! 

Mark your calendars for our next Open Houses: January 23 and March 14, 5:30-
7:30pm on the Upper Campus, 145 Good Counsel Drive. Come and discover what it 
means to be part of the Loyola community!  We continue to offer Family Tours and 
Shadow Days on a day convenient to you. Call 507-388-0600 to schedule. 

Office Phoneééé...ééééééé388-3766 

Parish Emailéé.éééé..éoffice@sjwhf.org 

FAXéééééééé...éé.ééé..388-2101 

SJW Prayer Chainéé...éé...Joan: 388-5986 

HF Prayer Chainéééé..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Deacon John Rudd - Pastoral Associate 

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Connie Wallin - Faith Ministry Education 

Kathy Moldan - HF Rel. Ed. Coor./Office Asst. 

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Phoneééé.éééééééééé.388-0600 

Websiteéééééé.loyolacatholicschool.org 

Casey Breen - President  

Trudi Clements - Executive Assistant 

Adam Bemmels PreK-12 Principal 

 
Mon-Fri: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Merle Braam, Dorothy Ziegler, Steve Klinkner, 
Vanessa Ewert, George Kluzak,                          

Richard Johnson,  John Allen, Jerry Schultz,  

Dan Ewert, Ronald Olsen, Therese Breiter,             

Brian Cline, George Larson, Phil Reiland,                                

Henry (Stalberger) Schladweiler 

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE - Knights of Columbus Christmas Trees are 

being sold next to Holy Rosary Church, �ñ�î�ñ�� �'�Œ���v�š�� ���À���v�µ���U�� �E�}�Œ�š�Z�� �D���v�l���š�}�X�� �d�Z����
�o�}�š�� �]�•�� �}�‰���v�� �(�Œ�}�u�� �ð�W�ì�ì�� �‰�u���t���ó�W�ì�ì�� �‰�u�� �D�}�v�����Ç���t���&�Œ�]�����Ç�� ���v���� �õ�W�ì�ì�� ���u���t���ó�W�ì�ì�� �‰�u��
�^���š�µ�Œ�����Ç�����v�����^�µ�v�����Ç�X�� 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS FOR SALE - Calvary Cemetery is selling 

Christmas wreaths for loved ones in the cemetery. Wreaths are $25.00. To 
order call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 

ANGEL TREE - The Lake Crystal Area ñAngel Treeò Project (a non-profit 

organization) will again sponsor the 41st annual ñANGEL TREEò this year. 
ñAngelò wishes are available at the MinnStar Bank Lobby (Lake Crystal Branch 
only). All gifts need to be returned to the Bank lobby by Wednesday, Dec. 14, 
2016. Thank you for your generous and continued support of this community 
project. Please keep the ñAngelò families in your holiday prayers.  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT - Please join the Minnesota Valley Chorale for their 
Christmas concert titled ñThe Word Became Fleshò featuring ñO Magnum 
Mysteriumò by Morten Lauridsen and holiday favorites on Friday, December 9 
at 7:30 pm at First Lutheran Church, St. Peter, and on Saturday, December 10 
at 7:30 pm at Bethany College, Trinity Chapel. Tickets are $10 per person and 
can be purchased thru any MVC member, at the door, or The Lighthouse 
Christian bookstore in Mankato. 

HELP NEEDED - With your help, the Habitat ReStore will be moving to its new 

location! We are planning to start packing up and moving from 1751 Bassett 
Drive across the street to our new expanded location! The new location will 
help us provide safe, decent, and affordable housing to even more families in 
need in our community. We need any assistance you can provide from 
Saturday, November 26 to Saturday, December 3rd. Shifts of any duration 
are available from 8 am to 6 pm. Please call Sue at 507-388-2081 ext. 4 if you 
have any time to spare! 

NOTE NEW PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS:                      

office@sjwhf.org 

We are no longer using the @hickorytech.net emails�X 

(SJW) Last week: 20 lbs. Items needed this 

week: Boxed Dinners. 
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