
 

 

March 27, 2016 



Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism 
and the baptism preparation class. 

 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.  

 

If you or a family member is homebound 
or in the hospital and would like a 
pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

 ñKids say the darnedest things.ò  Parents, grandparents, 
teachers and even priests know this adage rings true.  During a 
pre-Easter confession, a child confessed to saying the word, 
ñAlleluia,ò more than once during Lent.  I kept as straight a face 
as possible, but it made me laugh on the inside.  If only all of us 
were so careful about our speech!  Tonight/Today we are 
encouraged not only to say ñAlleluia,ò but to sing it with gusto.  As 
St. Augustine once wrote (preached?), ñWe are an Easter people 
and Alleluia is our song!ò  The word, ñAlleluia,ò means ñpraise the Lord with joyò and 
Easter is a joy-filled season in which we celebrate the Resurrection and new life Jesus 
offers us.  As we begin the Easter Season, I invite you to ponder the nature of Christian 
joy expressed in the word of praise, Alleluia. 
 
 Often we think that joy and happiness are interchangeable words.  When we 
reflect upon our experiences, we soon realize that happiness is more passing; true joy 
weathers many storms.  We can be told, ñBe happy!ò Some days and certain situations 
make that almost impossible; sadness, disappointment or frustration can drive that 
happy feeling away.  Christian joy is quite different because it allows for the presence of 
suffering, pain and even failure.  In looking at the prefaces (the prayers right before the 
ñHoly, Holy, Holyéò), I noticed that all eight prefaces for the Easter Season, including 
Ascension and Pentecost, use the phrase, ñpaschal joy.ò  (In fact, they state, ñovercome 
with paschal joyò é am not quite sure that accurately describes our spiritual state!)  
The adjective ñpaschalò helps explain why Christian joy is possible even in the more 
challenging times of our lives.  ñPaschalò comes from the word for ñPassoverò and in the 
Christian context it refers to the passage Jesus made through suffering and death to 
resurrection and eternal life.  By surrendering to the mystery of suffering and dying in 
our lives, we share in the Risen Lordôs peace and joy even now.  We may not be in a 
ñhappyò mood, but we can walk (or stumble) through our experiences of suffering and 
death accompanied by Jesus, radiating joy.   
 
 The special celebrations of Holy Week helped us to understand the paschal 
nature of our faith and we affirm that faith in the renewal of our Baptismal promises on 
Easter.  Did you know that the word for Easter in many languages is closely related to 
paschal?  Pascua in Spanish and Pasqua in Italian, for two examples.  We are indeed 
an Easter or Paschal people and Alleluia is our song.  Donôt be afraid to say or sing 
Alleluia heartily! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
P.S.  Paschal joy demands that I acknowledge and thank all who made the Holy Week/
Easter liturgies possible.  Thanks to those who worked behind the scenes cleaning, 
decorating and preparing the many details of these special rites.  Gracias to all those 
who took on roles in the liturgies ï music ministers, lectors, ushers, communion 
ministers, servers, deacons and foot washees.  Mille grazie to the parish staff who 
worked so hard in the days leading up to Holy Week.  And, many thanks to all of you in 
the assembly, who came and participated so well!  Letôs worship together often!   

Fundraiser for  
SJW & HF               

Youth Group  

Donations Needed (Drop off items in the parish garage starting on  
Friday, April 15th after 8am. No clothing or electronics. )  


