
 

 

 



 These few words certainly sound like an Easter greeting, 
donôt they?  Actually, they come from the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:12) and are the title of the Popeôs Apostolic 
Exhortation.  You may prefer the Latin title, Gaudete et Exultate.  
Last Monday, on the Feast of the Annunciation (moved this year 
from its usual date of March 25

th
 ï yes, less than nine months until Christmas!), 

Pope Francis released this document ñon the call to holiness in todayôs world.ò  
Perhaps a media report informed you of his latest writing and you are 
wondering about what it actually says.  You can already order printed copies of 
the exhortation, but I printed a copy from the Vatican website and spent a 
couple hour reading and reflecting upon it.  I thought you might be interested in 
a brief summary and am hoping you might be inspired to read it yourself.  One 
interesting detail for us:  it was actually published on March 19

th
, the Solemnity 

of St. Joseph, who is the patron of SJW under his title ñthe Workerò and of HF 
as part of the Holy Family!   

 As I read the Popeôs relatively brief (33 pages, 8İ X 11) exhortation, I 
kept thinking that it is an updating of An Introduction to the Devout Life by St. 
Francis de Sales, which is a spiritual classic.  Pope Francis describes his goal 
as ñrepropose the call to holiness in a practical way for our own time (par. 2).ò  
Like St. Francis de Sales, the Pope is reminding us of the universal call to 
holiness each of us receives through baptism and how it is unique for each 
person in the differing circumstances of our lives.  It includes examples of 
various saints, both canonized and ñour next door neighbors,ò who responded 
to Godôs invitation and grace in their lives.  Pope Francis writes in a very 
personal and understandable manner, except for a couple, short descriptions of 
heresies that are more complex or theological.  At the end of Chapter One, he 
encourages us:  ñDo not be afraid of holiness.  It will take away none of your 
energy, vitality or joy.  On the contrary, you will become what the Father had in 
mind when he created you, and you will be faithful to your deepest self.ò (par. 
32)  Chapter Two addresses ñTwo Subtle Enemies of Holinessò and parts of 
this concise section can be more difficult, but still important and challenging.  
The heart of the exhortation is the next chapter in which he reflects upon the 
Beatitudes and what he calls ñthe great criterionò ï Matthew 25:31-46 (the 
sheep and the goats); it is very powerful.  Pope Francis then writes about ñsigns 
of holiness in todayôs worldò and the vigilance and discernment needed for the 
spiritual combat we all face.   

 This is how the Pope ends his exhortation:  ñIt is my hope that these 
pages will prove helpful by enabling the whole Church to devote herself anew to 
promoting the desire for holiness.  Let us ask the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us 
fervent longing to be saints for Godôs greater glory, and let us encourage one 
another in this effort.  In this way, we will share a happiness that the world will 
not be able to take from us.ò  (par. 177)   

Hoping the same, 

Next Sunday, April 22, visitors will be delivering 
pledge information and commitment cards for 
the Capital Campaign to all households.   

Please welcome these volunteers warmly and 
keep the campaign and those who are giving of 
their time in your prayers.  Each household 
should have received a campaign brochure in 

the mail detailing our vision and how you can support this effort.  If 
you did not receive the brochure, please contact the church office for 
a copy.  

Please pray for Godôs guidance throughout this process as well as 
the campaign volunteers and entire St. Joseph the Worker 
community. This is an important moment in our churchôs history and 
we thank you for your interest!   

2018 Catholic                
Ministries Appeal 

The Parish Goal for SJW this year is 
$32,090.00 and the Parish Goal for HF is 
$9,860.00. Thank you to those who have 
already donated! If you have not done so 
yet, please consider making a gift. More 
information can be found at Catholic 
Foundation of Southern Minnesota 
www.catholicfsmn.org/Appeal  

Amount Pledged:  

$5,622 

57.02% 

Holy Family 

 16 donors 

Amount Pledged: 

$15,599 

48.61% 

St. Joeôs 

59 donors 

Donôt Forget 

MENôS CLUB 

TWINS GAME 

ROADTRIP 
 Twins vs. Texas 

Rangers. Fri., June 

22nd, 2017, $55/ticket. Cost includes 

ticket to game, coach bus transportation, 

and refreshments on bus. Bus will leave 

St. Joeôs parking lot between 3:45  and 

4:00pm. Payment must be received to 

reserve your seat. Limited number of 

seats available. To sign up stop by the 

Parish Office or place payment in the 

collection basket or mail CLEARLY 

LABELED that it is for the Twins Game 

Road Trip and with the names and contact 

information of those attending. Deadline to 

signup is May 22nd.  

WOMEN CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE 

 Saturday, May 5th, 9:00 am - 4:30 pm, 
Sewing/Craft Retreat at St. Joseph the 
Worker. Beginner to advanced, bring 
your own project and/or work on material 
provided for quilt projects which will be 
donated to veterans and local charities. 
To register, contact the Parish Office 388
-3766 or office@sjwhf.org. Cost is $40, 
which includes all-day sewing space, 
valet service 9-10:30 am, lunch, snacks, 
refreshments, door prizes, and a quilting 
project demo. Profits will be donated to our Sister Parish 
in Haiti towards the building of their new school. 
Questions? Call Marilyn at 388-8887.  



(SJW) Last week:  18lbs. Items 

needed this week: Canned 

Goods. 

Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Deacon John Rudd - Pastoral Associate 

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Connie Wallin - Director of Religious Education 

Kathy Moldan - HF Rel. Ed. Coor./Office Asst. 

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email bulletin notices to office@sjwhf.org                   
by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phoneééé...ééééééé388-3766 

Parish Emailéééééé...éoffice@sjwhf.org 

FAXéééééééé...éé.ééé..388-2101 

SJW Prayer Chainéé...éé...Joan: 388-5986 

HF Prayer Chainéééé..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

 Mon-Fri: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Dennis Owen, Steve Klinkner, Vanessa Ewert,   
Tom B, Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz, 
George Larson, Henry (Stalberger) Schladweiler 

�%�D�S�W�L�V�P - Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

�0�D�U�U�L�D�J�H - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

�$�Q�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���6�L�F�N��- If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Adam Bemmels PreK-12 Principal 

Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit www.loyolacatholicschool.org  

Early Registration discounts until April 15th - Call today! Open Enrollment for 
Preschool classes (3 - 5 years old). All day PS class/child care options are 
available. Limited space, SIGN UP TODAY! Schedule family tours and K-12 
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela Casteel at 

acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org  507.388.0615. 

LUCKY 20 RAFFLE is back! The Lucky 20 raffle is an opportunity to raise 
funds to support a dynamic education for Loyola students. 20 Chances to Win! 
Visit www.loyolacatholicschool.org  Grand Prize of $10,000; one $5,000 winner; 
two $1,000 winners; two $500 winners, and fifteen $200 winners! 

�6�D�Y�H���W�K�H���'�D�W�H�������$�/�/���$�5�(���:�(�/�&�2�0�(   

�x�� Loyola Crusader Golf Classic, Monday, May 14.  Register online! 

www.loyolacatholicschool.org 

�x�� ROCKINô on the HILL - Summer Music Fest, Saturday, July 21. Live 

music, food trucks, spirits, pull tabs, traveling boutiques and more! This 
yearôs bands include Neon-LIVE and PopROCKS. 

Loyola 2nd graders participated in their annual Bread Of Life retreat on April 
13.  Third graders spent Thursday at Gustavus, working with Brenda Kellyôs 

Science students. 

Loyola 10th graders took college tours at Gustavus Adolphus, South Central and 
MSU on Wednesday. 

Our 7th grade Robotics Team, placed 15th of 85 in the CREATE U.S. state/
international championship.  Eight Loyola students participated in the MN State 
Science Fair on Monday/Tuesday.  Nineteen Loyola students earned awards in 
the city-wide Laws of Life Essay contest.  Loyola had nine entries at the 
Minnesota State High School Leagueôs solo/ensemble contest.  Brook 
Speiser and Matthew Bach received ñExcellentò ratings; Megan Lyons, Elizabeth 
Benzmiller, Grayson Bolstad, Isaiah Rentschler, Elizabeth Peller, Addison Fraze 
and Nora Coughlan each received Superior ratings.   

THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for Education, Hy-Vee receipts, 

and Milk Moola labels.   

Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible, as 
we guide students to their full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip them to 
lead and serve.  

SJW MENôS CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 

�7�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���P�H�Q���R�I���D�O�O���D�J�H�V���W�R���J�U�R�Z���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K��
�-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�X�U���3�U�L�H�V�W�����H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K��

�R�W�K�H�U���W�R���E�H���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���L�Q���R�X�U���&�K�X�U�F�K�� 

INSTITUE OF LAY FORMATION - The diocesan Institute of Lay Formation is a 

program and process of prayer, study and reflection on the Catholic Faith, on the 
life of discipleship and witness in the world, and on service and ministry within the 
church. The Institute is accepting applications to its next class, to begin this fall. 
An information session on the Institute and application process will be held on 
Monday, April 16th from 7-8 pm at St. Johnôs Parish in Mankato in the Marian 
Room. For more info contact Todd Graff at 507-858-1270 or tgraff@dow.org.  

HATS, HORSES & HOPE - You are invited! Join us for 

our 2nd Annual Kentucky Derby Fundraiser. Saturday, 
May 5th beginning at 3:30pm at the Mankato Golf Club. 
Proceeds benefiting Theresa House and Welcome Inn 
Emergency Shelters serving women and families in our 
community. Tickets are $50 on sale now -  
www.partnersforhousing.org/hope  


